
Music Nursery Reception

Expressive Art and
Design

Moves while singing/vocalising, whilst
listening to sounds and music and while
playing with sound makers/instruments. 

Mirrors and improvises actions they have
observed, e.g. clapping or waving.

Sings/vocalises whilst listening to music or
playing with instruments/sound makers.

Creates sounds by rubbing, shaking,
tapping, striking or blowing. 

Shows an interest in the way sound makers
and instruments sound and experiments
with ways of playing them, e.g. loud/quiet,
fast/slow.

Explores and learns how sounds and
movements can be changed and how this
makes them feel.

Enjoys joining in with moving, dancing and
ring games. 

Sings familiar songs, e.g. pop songs, songs
from TV programmes, rhymes, songs from
home. 

Taps out simple repeated rhythms, 

Develops an understanding of how to create
and use sounds intentionally.

Names a range of instruments.

Begins to build a collection of songs and
dances. 

Makes music in a range of ways using a
range of instruments, e.g. plays with sounds
creatively, plays along to the beat of the song
they are singing or music they are listening
to.

Understands emotions through music and
can identify if music is happy, scary or sad.

Selects own instruments and plays them in
time to the music.

Can change tempo whilst playing.

Music Subject Journey 
EYFS - Musical beginnings
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Improvising is fun! It’s an exciting activity where everyone is
creating something new. It can be a melody or a rhythm. When
you improvise, you can do it on your own or in groups.

Singing, dancing and playing together is called ‘performing’.
Performing together is great fun! Plan a concert together to
celebrate all the songs you have learnt this year.

Summer
Year 3

Music Subject Journey 

Autumn 
Year 1

Writing Music Down
Playing in a Band

Exploring Sounds
Learning to Listen

Exploring Improvisation
One Big Concert

Learn the symbols that represnt the sounds you play.  
This helps us remember what we are going to sing
and play. 

Playing together in a band is fun and exciting! Try to
read the notation of one of the easy instrumental
parts when playing together in this unit.

HIn this unit you will learn that music has a pulse,
a steady beat and low sounds, called ’rhythm’
and ‘pitch’.  You will combine thse elements as
you sing a and play.

In this unit you will learn to play as part of an
orchestra.

 

IIN this unit you will invent a musical story.  You will
express your feelings using loud, soft, fast or slow,
smooth or detached  music.

 Can you recognise different sounds when instruments
and voices play together.

InMusic is made up of high and low sounds, long and short
sounds, and loud and quiet sounds. Explore these sounds and
create your own very simple melodies.

Listening is very important. You can listen with your eyes and
ears and you can also feel sound in your body. What can you
hear in this unit?

Use your imagination when creating your
compositions in this unit. What do you see when you
close your eyes?

Music, with all its styles, has changed and shaped
lives around the world. When you listen to music and
it changes from loud to quiet or quiet to loud, it can
be very exciting! 

BExploring the structure of songs is interesting and
important. There are patterns in songs that you will
recognise. Listening, singing, playing and improvising are
some of them.

Have fun planning your performance!
Create and present a performance with an understanding
of the songs you are singing and where they fit in the world.

Explore improvisation a bit further in this unit. Perhaps
use two or three notes and have a go playing or
singing on your own. Explore and have fun!

Put on a big concert! Present your choice of songs to
create a performance. Remember to introduce the
songs and tell your audience what you have learnt.

Year 1 -3 

Summer
Year 1

HEvery piece of music has a heartbeat - a musical heartbeat. In music,
we call it the 'pulse' or the 'beat' of the music. When you are listening and
singing to the music and songs in this Unit, try to find and keep the pulse
or steady beat together.

Music is made up of long and short sounds called ‘rhythm’ and high and
low sounds that we call ‘pitch’. As you dance, sing, and play instruments
with the music in this unit, explore these sounds and how they work
together.

Autumn
Year 2

Inventing a Musical Story
Recognising Different Sounds

Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch
Playing in an Orchestra

Spring 
Year 2

Summer
Year 2

Enjoying Improvisation
Opening Night

Composing using Your Imagination
More Musical Styles

Autumn
Year 3

    Spring
Year 3

My Musical Heart Beat
Dance, Sing and Play!

Having Fun with Improvisation
Let’s Perform Together
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Spring 
Year 1



Improvisation is a way to express our feelings. Music comes
from our hearts. To make your improvisation more expressive
in this unit, add dynamics.

Create and present a performance!
Present what has been learnt in the lesson with confidence.
Introduce the performance with an understanding of what the
songs are about and any other connections.

Summer
Year 6

Music Subject Journey 

Autumn 
Year 4

Music and Technology
Developing Ensemble Skills

Improvisation gives you the freedom to express yourself, to really
go for it!

Create a fun and confident performance with your choice of
music and songs.
You might perform in small groups and as a whole class. You
might have your own band that wants to perform. You decide.

MIf we play three or more pitches together, we can create chords in music.
Chords provide the basis for accompaniment in music. By using chords in
compositions, we can create music that is really interesting. 

‘Texture can be the number of voices and instruments you hear at once.
Styles of music have different textures.
Explore how voices and instruments combine to create texture in music.

LWhen you are composing music together, there is a lot
to remember! Music is often written based on various
key signatures that guide melodies used in the music.

We can also use instruments with different sounds to
help communicate different emotions. Explore the music
in this unit and try to connect your feelings with what
you hear.

You are all used to singing and playing together in a band or
ensemble now. You will have gained confidence, so when you are
playing together in this unit make sure to use dynamics and
expression, read a notated instrumental part. 

.When we dance, sing and play, we can all share ideas and it
helps us to come together.
Explore how the different styles of music in this unit developed
from different social themes.

You are now confident improvisers! You can create your own
personal musical ideas.
When you improvise in this unit, think about phrasing and dynamics.

This is your last performance before you move to high school.
It will be a special performance, so take time to plan and include the
songs and music that represent your class.

Explore the voices that sing the melodies and the instruments
used within the music in this unit to create the harmonies. Can
you hear the difference?

Singing and playing in different styles with different grooves is
part of being in a band or an ensemble. We learn about music
from all around the world, too. In music, ‘tempo’ refers to the
speed of the beat – or how fast or slow the music sounds.

Year 4 -6

Summer
Year 4

IMusical sections that repeat or change help create
the structure, or form, of a piece of music or a song.
Look for patterns in the sections of music and songs
within this unit.

Explore how special effects in music can make the
words we sing more meaningful. The sounds that
we hear in music can also help to communicate
specific moods.

Autumn
Year 5

Composing And Chords
Enjoying Musical Styles

Spring 
Year 5

Summer
Year 5

Improvising with Confidence
Farewell Tour

Creative Composition
Musical Styles Connect Us

Autumn
Year 6

    Spring
Year 6

Musical Structures
Exploring Feelings When You Play

Expression and Improvisation
The Show Must Go On
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Spring 
Year 4

Composing With Your Friends
Feelings Through Music

Melody and Harmony In Music
Sing and Play In Different Styles

=Can you tell the difference between the live sounds and digital sounds?
The YuStudio projects in the YuStudio tab will teach you invaluable skills
in music production that will enrich and enhance your musical journey
and inspire your creativity.

You are all used to singing and playing together in a band or ensemble
now. You will have gained confidence, so when you are playing together
in this unit make sure to use dynamics and expression, read a notated
instrumental part. 

Freedom To Improvise
Battle Of The Bands
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High end points in Music
By the end of Y6 children will...

Listening and Appraising

Listen with attention to detail and recall
sounds with increasing aural memory.

Appreciate and understand a wide range
of high-quality live and recorded music
drawn from different traditions and from
great composers and musicians.

Develop an understanding of the history of
music.

Perfoming and Singing

Play and perform in solo and ensemble
contexts, using their voices and playing
musical instruments with increasing
accuracy, fluency, control and expression.

Composing

Improvise and compose music for a range
of purposes using the inter-related
dimensions of music.

Musical Notation

Use and understand staff and other
musical notations.


